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This is First Avenue School’s Parent Council report to the community on the 2016-2017 school years activities.   We 
depend on and thank parents, family members, staff and community members for offering their time and energy for the 
benefit of the students and families at First Avenue Public School. 
 
This year was a year of change and transition for council, as it was the final year for our long time chair, Jenn Wilson. The 
year also saw the completion of a council audit, and many discussions from parents concerned about the status of the 
gifted program. Nevertheless, we were still able to continue the tradition of putting on great community, fund-raising, 
and family events in an effort to support the school and foster a positive experience for all of our children. 
 

What did Council do last year? 
 
School Council at First Avenue organizes community-building events, provides financial support via fundraising activities 
and delivers numerous programs for students each year.  It also provides a forum for communication between parents 
and school staff as well as addresses issues facing our school community.    
 
Community Building 
 

 

• Spirit Wear: In the interest of building a sense of community as 
we provided the opportunity for students to purchase a variety 
of clothing with the First Avenue Logo. Money raised: $254 

 

• Holiday Breakfast: Many families, staff and relatives poured 
into the gym for a community breakfast to celebrate the 
holiday season.  We enjoyed coffee, juice, muffins, breads, fruit, yogurt and cheese.  We also were proud to 
welcome a Syrian refugee family as guests, who were sponsored by families from the school. Total cost: 
$154 
 

• Holiday Craft Sale: In November the school ran its fourth annual craft fair.  Tables were rented to local 
craftspeople and small businesses.  Council also had a variety of activities and games, a bake sale and raffled 
off prizes that were donated by the vendors.  It was a successful event that we plan to host again next year. 
The income was similar to that of the previous year.  Funds Raised: $1286 
 

• Great Glebe Garage Sale: At the end of May, 2016 the Primary yard on the corner of O’Connor and First 
Avenue was a festive spot as dozens of local vendors and artisans set up shop to sell their wares during the 
Great Glebe Garage Sale. Once again Council successfully raised funds through table rentals and also by 
renting space to food trucks. We hope to run the event again next year, and that as word gets around in the 
community, more and more people will come to visit our area of the Glebe. Funds raised:  $1710 

 

• Masquerade : This was our second year holding a dance at the school. While the attendance was down from 
the previous year, and we did not raise any money, it was a great family event that brought together our 
students for a night of fun.  The dance will likely return in a new format next year. Funds raised: $28 

 

• Year-end Carnival: We had another great year end carnival, with hundreds of 
families, food, games, a bouncy slide, a magician, and a dance class. Not to mention 
the silent auction! Every year is a learning experience, as we continue to expand on 
what works well, and not so well, in consideration of next year’s event. Funds 
raised:  $2481 

 
 



 

• Movie Night: We hosted one movie night to watch the classic “The Labrynth”. Which 
was great fun and well attended.  Movie Night is a simple and fun event for the 
whole family, and council will continue to hold them in the future.  Funds raised: 
$293 

 
 

Fundraising 

• Pizza Program:  Dedicated volunteers run this program smoothly, satisfying hundreds of students.  Parents 
enjoy a day off from lunch making while the School Council benefits from the proceeds!  A Win-Win 
program.  Monies raised go towards Art and Music programs, literacy, and sports.  Last year our pizza 
provider changed from Dominoes to Pizza Pizza. Funds Raised: $5,895 
 

• Pita Pit:  For the second year we tried having Pita Pit as a healthy lunch option and alternative to Lunch Lady.  
We plan to run this program again next year and start it in the fall. Very easy as there is online ordering and 
no volunteers needed to hand out the pitas. Funds Raised: $227.00 

 

• Papa Jacks popcorn: A variety of popcorn flavours was sold on Thursday to be eaten at the second nutrition 
break or taken home.  While the popcorn program will continue to run next year, the teachers at the school 
will be running the program instead.   Funds raised: $1139 

 

• Year Books: For the third year in a row we had a parent put together a yearbook that families could order.  
Council always orders a few extra for the library. Funds Raised: $640 

 

• Milk Program:  Fresh milk was supplied to many students ensuring a nutritious drink for their lunch.  Many 
thanks to our coordinator Ingrid and to the regular volunteers who sorted 1%, 2% and chocolate milk every 
day of the week. Funds Raised: $1509 

 

How do We Spend the Funds Raised? 
 
Every year council distributes funds to the school for various activities and supplies. These expenditures are voted on by 
active council members and are re-visited and re-considered each fall or as they come up. 
 

• Library ($4939): Having new and exciting books for our children is a top priority. Last year council approved 
the expenditure $4939 for new books in the library. 

 

• Phys Ed ($1650): At the beginning of the year, a list was created by the staff for various items needed 
updating and replacing, such as a tether ball stand and other outdoor equipment. Council approved the list 
and granted $1650 to fund the expenditure.  

 

• Classes ($3000): Every year council helps to supplement the purchase of new materials and resources for the 
classrooms. Each teacher is given an allotment of funds to spend at his/her discretion. 

 

• Luv2Groove ($2321): A unique dance group came to the school and got the kids jumping and grooving. 
Council thought it would be a great was to support the Arts.  

 

• Blues in Schools ($900): It has become a tradition for council to support this fantastic musical experience for 
the kids. The money goes towards an assembly and group sessions that promote the love of music. 

 

• Mathletes ($2260): The STUDENT EDITION of MATHLETES is a full day “hands on” MATH EVENT for grades 2 
through 6, which sets the tone for mathematical success & builds bonds between students in an atmosphere 
that promotes co-operation, fun and learning. 



 

• Beacon School ($500): Council again supported a nearby beacon school that does not have access to the 
same level of fundraising and income that we do.  This money goes to another school council to be allotted 
to their needs as they see necessary. 

 

• Staff Lunch ($92): Every year council pays for a lunch to show our appreciation to the staff that works so 
hard day in and day out, throughout the year. A small expenditure to show we care. 

 
 

Other Initiatives 
 

• Greening: We began considerations and consultations to improve the outdoor space around the school. Large 
planters were added in the spring, and new ideas and initiatives are being considered for next year. 

 

• Facebook: In an effort to communicate more effectively with parents, we regularly posted updated and events 
on our facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/1stAve/ We will continue to use it as a way to reach out to 
the families and community of  First Avenue Public School. 

 

• Gifted Review Recommendations: In September, the gifted review committee released recommendations that 
included ending the congregated gifted program throughout the board. As First Avenue is home to one of these 
programs, families and students alike were concerned about their future at First Avenue.  Council consulted with 
the local trustee and made an ongoing effort to advocate on behalf of First Avenue Families using all avenues at 
our disposal. While the process is ongoing, the school board is no longer in a hurry to dismantle the program, 
and is willing to take more time to listen to the concerns of the parents who will be affected.  Through our 
presence on OCASC and SEAC, we will continue to update the parents as new information becomes available. 

 

Challenges for Next Year 
 
First Avenue Public is a fantastic school with great parent involvement and a truly caring community. However, as a 
council, we can always strive to improve and grow for next year.  Our main concern for next year will be to put our 
finance keeping on a more solid footing. For much of this year, due to unforeseen circumstances, we were without a 
treasurer. Next year it will be a challenge to reconcile all of the finances, but also to ensure that all of our accounting 
practices meet board guidelines. Council is considering options such as a coin-counting machine and a drop safe to help 
facilitate these needs.   
 
Another concern moving forward is the general decline in event attendance/fundraising from previous years. While 
there are mitigating factors, such as this being a council transition year, next year’s council will need to focus more 
efforts on communicating to the school population, through websites, Facebook, message boards, and community get-
togethers. New members and volunteers are imperative to the success of council, and should be a focus for next year 
 
Think about getting involved in your child’s school community! 
 
The First Avenue experience for parents and children is greatly enhanced by special events and activities 
throughout the year but these depend on volunteers to make them happen.   

If you have ideas on what you would like to see Council support, or wish to become more involved, please 
attend any of our meetings or email Council at firstavenuecouncil@gmail.com.   

School council meetings are open to all.  We meet on the third Tuesday of the month at 7pm in the Library 

Julian Janes, 2016-2017 Chair of First Avenue School Parent Council. 

https://www.facebook.com/1stAve/
mailto:firstavenuecouncil@gmail.com


 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

-Statement of Operations and Financial Position First Avenue Parent Council 
For the year ended July 31, 2016 

 
 

School Name 
First Avenue Public School 

School Council Chair 
Julian Janes 

Opening balance of all 
reconciled bank accounts, 
investments and cash on 
hand on September 9, 
2016 $25,706.54 

The amount raised by 
school council during the 
year $40,740.80 

September 10, 2016 and 
September 9, 2017  

The amount spent by 
school council during the 
year $42,673.07 

September 10, 2016 and 
September 9, 2017  

Closing balance of all 
reconciled bank accounts, 
investments and cash on 
hand on September 9, 
2017 

$23,774.27 

 
 
 
*Note - receipts include gross monies collected for fundraisers (eg. money for pizza lunches) and do not reflect net 
profit. 
 
 

 

 
 

The First Avenue Public School Council is an advisory body to the school and to the Ottawa Carleton District School 
Board, and is made up of volunteers from the school community. The Council is dedicated to strengthening educational 
opportunities, enhancing the school environment, and developing partnerships with the community.  The Council 
focuses on supporting a safe and caring learning environment that empowers students to be life-long learners who 
strive for excellence in a changing world. 
 

 


